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TORIELLO Garrido, Guillermo

The appointment in July 1952 of Guillermo Toriello as Guatemala's
Ambassador to the United States represented a vague attempt to improve
relations between the two countries, He is a friend of President Arbenz,
professes strong anticommunist sentiments, and is believed to be basically
friendly toward the United States, despite certain public criticims of U, S,
policies. During his short term as Minister of Foreign Relations in President
Arevalo's cabinet, he Inade a great show of cultivating friendly relations
with the other Central American republics nd with Great Britain, though he
remained adamant in his intransigent attitude toward Latin American dicta-
torships and on the Belize question, Toriello's value as a conciliator may
be tempered considerably by his headstrong, rather irresponsible character,
and an almost childish air of Boastfulness and love of the spectacular, as
exemplified by his remarks at the time he was offered the post in Washington.,
He immediately caused it to be bruited about that he had been selected. in
order to "harmonize and improve relations, which are now terrible" and that
he would not consider the appointment unless President Arbenz made a deter-
mined effort to rid his government of communists and to stifle current propa-
ganda against the United States,

Ambassador Toriello is a brother of Jorge Toriello, the civilian member
of the Revolutionary Junta. which assumed control of the Guatemalan Govern-
ment, pending elections, after the October 1944 revolt., Like his older -
brother he became identified with the anti-Ubico element some time before
the President's overthrow and was, publicly at least, more active than Jorge.
His sense of bravado led him into an open defiance of Ubico's chief of police
which was both ludicrous and foolhardy, and was doubtless viewed in this
light by the authorities, for only once was he apprehended, and then for a very
short time, Under the succeeding short-lived Ponce regime he became a
champion of the agitating students, assuming the stature of a hero in the eyes
of the country's youth, and played an active part in the Organizing Committee
for Civic Union (Comite Organizador de la Union Civica), a supposedly non-
partisan organization set up to guarantee civil rights to agitators who were
imprisoned by the Ponce authorities, He was jailed once for these activities,
but a second attempt to arrest him led to a comic-strip race to the Mexican
Embassy for asylum. Subsequently he went to Mexico, Three days after
Ponce's overthrow, however, he returned to Guatemala, obtained appointment
as official representative of the junta government to Mexico and on November 22,
1944 was designated ambassador to that country, The following April he was
made Foreign Minister in Arevalo's cabinet, but resigned in December because
he was not in accord with Arevalo's policies,
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As Foreign Minister Toriello distinguished himself principally by his
activities in favor of breaking relatins with the Spanish Government and his
espousal of the Belize question, He ledhis country's' delegation to the United
Nations Conference on International Organization at San Francisco. Previously,
while in Mexico, he had attended the Chapultepec Conference, Later, he was
a delegate to the Inter-American Congress for Democracy and Freedom at
Habana in May 1950, and headed the Guatemala delegation to the seventh
session of the United Nations General Assembly in New York in September 1952,

The Toriello family does not have an entirely enviable reputation in
Guatemala, Guillermo is the youngest of sizx brothers, some of whom have
rather easy consciences with a sort of elastic resilience in money matters.,
Their strained relations with Ubico grew out of a dispute ammg the brothers
over a government contract, President Ubico forced an equitable distribution
of the profits and order a close supervision over their financial activities,
denying them access to large government contracts and unlimited commercial
credit, Thus hampered in their activiteis, they developed a consuming hatred
for Ubico and ardently affiliated themselves with the revolutionary elements,
becoming most vociferous apologists of democratic ideals, Upon Ubico's
overthrow, the Toriellos in revenge reputedly rifled the Ubico premises of
portable articles and purloined Senora Ubico's jewels, which they later
transmitted to the United States under the protection of diplomatic immunity
and sold,

Guillermo was born# in Guatemala City on November 11, 1911 and
studied law in Guatemala and in Madrid, He has a quick mind and a walth
of native stubbornness and excelled in oratory and sports, becoming
national tennis champion in 1933-34, He married into the prominent Castillo
family of Guatemala and has four children. Cocksure and dominating and
always anxious to impress his listener, he never loses an opportunity to use his
fluent English and otherwise ingratiate himself with his U, S, associates, How-
ever, his petty pride and proneness to take offense quickly have been the cuase
of some embarrassment to United States customs and other officials, Also,
he is not above inserting an innuendo of threat in order to obtain advantage
in negotiations, While not a member of any particular party and professedly
anticommunist, Toriello publicly upholds his country's extreme social measures.
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CASTTLLO Arriola, Eduardo (Lic,) GUATEMALA

Personal data: Born in Guatemala, January 5, 1914.
Career:

1945-1946 Deputy to Congress from Department of Huehuetenango.
1946-1951 Member of National Electoral Board.

1949 Member of Political Committee of Frente Popular
Libertador.

1950 Chairman of Board of ILiquidation of War Matters.

1951 Professor international law at Foreign Office

Diplomatic~Consular Institute (from May until Institutels
closure in June);

Chief of Guatemalan delegation to Japanese Peace
Conference, San Francisco;

Delegate, UN Generalpdwmemiaby, sixth session, Paris,

November, Roview of this document by CIA has
detormined that
K £12 has no oblertlon to decizgs
It rentains information of GIA
intorest that mest remain
classified at T§ 8§ @
B_‘?}@.ILIS.S. : Luthority: HR 102

O I egntaing pothing of £14 intorest '
Datg “({, 7]‘/1 Beviewer __.—L.Z-C/é7 ¢

A lawyer by profession and comparatively unknown politically, Lic.
Eduardo Castillo Arriocla is at present Chief of the_Legal Section of
the Guatemalan Foreign Ministry, although it is understood that he is
to be appointed CGuatemalan Permanent Delegate to the United Nations 2/,
6/ He has been a minor politician of the Frente Popular Libertador

FPL), one of the three left-wing revolutionary (Arévalo-Arbenz) pro-
government parties, ever since the FPL'!'s formation in 1945, but he him-
self is considered no more than a "moderate leftist" at present, Elected
a member of the FPL Political Committee in 1949, Castillo aligned him-
self with the Committee!s leftist pro-Galich faction when the FPL party
leadership split wide open in the presidential pre-electoral period of

mi.d-1950. 1/, 4/

Iic, Castillo served two terms in Congress as Deputy: At the time
of his first election to the National Legislature in January 1945, a
reliable Embassy contact, requested to comment on the new Deputies!
general. character and ability, appraised Castillo as "O.K.", L/, 2/

It is believed that Castillo will not assert himself in the Assembly .
meetings, but will rather echo the stronger member of the Delegation,
Enrique Mufioz Meany,

5

I:BI:FBoyle:sc October 23, 1951

D-1957, Guatemala, Jamuary 9, 1945 (Confidential),
D-2206, Guatemala, March 2, 1945 (Unrestricted),
D~179, Guatemala, April 5, 1949 (Restricted),
D-18/,, Guatemala, August 22, 1950 (Restricted),
T-68, August 22, 1951, Guatemala (Confidential),
D-37., Guatemala, October 10, 1951 (Confidential),
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ESTRADA de la Hoz, Julio

As president of the Congress of Guatemala, 32-year-old Julio
Estrada de la Hoz would be next in line for the presidency of his country
pending special elections if that office were prematurely vacated and the
constitutional age stipulation of 35 years in the case of presidential can-
didates could be circumvented, His congressional term as a deputy in
Guatemala's unicameral legislature, where he has been the leader of
the intellectual, procommunist left, will expire on February 28, 1955.

Estrada de la Hoz is sometimes jokingly referred to as Estrada
de la Hoz y Martillo (Estrada of the sickle and hammer). Although con-
clusive evidence of communist party affiliation on his part is lacking, he
typifies the class of young intellectuals in his country who, with perhaps
more enthusiasm than understanding, have embraced what they conceive
to be a Marxian political and social approach to the problems of Guatemala,
As joint editor of the semiofficial Diario de la Manana, he was known for
his friendly treatment of extreme leftist elements and his great concern
with "imperialism," He countenanced that news organ's strong anti-
American bias and its falsified and distorted news presentation in favor of the
Guatemalan Government, He has been extremely vocal in his bitter and
scathing criticism of American-owned business enterprises operating in
Guatemala. His record indicates that he was seated on the plafform at the
first public meeting of the Communist Party of Guatemala in June 1951,
In June 1952, when various leftist organizations in Guatemala observed a
week of solidarity with the "People's Republic of Korea, " he was listed as
one of 19 members of Congress who had signed a document expressing
sympathy for 'the heroic North Korean people' against whom ''the most
infamous means of mass extermination, including bacteriolo'gical warfare, "
had been used, '

Estrada de la Hoz was educated in Guatemala and Mexico., He has
a law degree, but does not practice his profession. He married a Guate-
malan girl, In April 1949 he completed a year's assignment as press
attache to the Guatemalan Embassy in Mexico City. He became subsecretary
of Communications and Public Works in September '950. An opportunist in
local politics, Estrada de la Hoz transferred his allegiance from the
Revolutionary Action Party to the Guatemalan Revolutionary Party when
the latter was formed in June 1952 as the "single revolutionary party.' He
later sought readmission to PAR when the PRG was torn asunder by political
rivalries,
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